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Does where you live within Seoul
affect access to recreational facilities?

For example, if you live in wealthier districts such as Gangnam 3,
do you have better access?



Where is Gangham 3?




Public provision may reflect fiscal capacity.

Fiscal Capacity Varies Across Districts
Fiscal independence ratio (%), 2024

Fiscal Independence
Low (< 20%)
Lower-middle (20-30%)

. Upper-middle (30—-40%)

. High (= 40%)

Source: Seoul Open Data Portal



Public provision is relatively even.

Gangnam-gu
Gangbuk-gu
Seocho-gu
Nowon-gu
Seodaemun-gu
Seongdong-gu
Guro-gu
Yangcheon-gu
Seongbuk-gu
Geumcheon-gu
Mapo-gu
Jungnang-gu
Dobong-gu
Dongjak-gu
Gwangjin-gu
Gwanak-gu
Gangseo-gu
Yeongdeungpo-gu
Jung-gu
Jongno-gu
Songpa-gu
Yongsan-gu
Dongdaemun-gu
Gangdong-gu
Eunpyeong-gu

Public Recreational Facilities Show Limited Regional Variation
Comparison across 25 districts in Seoul (2024)
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Public Recreational Facilities per 10,000 Residents
Source: Seoul Open Data Portal



Private access tells a different story.

Gangnam-gu
Seocho-gu
Jung-gu
Yeongdeungpo-gu
Songpa-gu
Gangseo-gu
Geumcheon-gu
Seongdong-gu
Mapo-gu
Dobong-gu
Yangcheon-gu
Seongbuk-gu
Gangdong-gu
Dongdaemun-gu
Nowon-gu
Gwangjin-gu
Guro-gu
Yongsan-gu
Seodaemun-gu
Gwanak-gu
Gangbuk-gu
Jungnang-gu
Dongjak-gu
Eunpyeong-gu

Private Facilities Are Highly Uneven
Comparison across 25 districts in Seoul (2024)

* 25.1
* 24.7
®
Substantial gap:
25.1vs 8.5
2I0 2I5

Private Recreational Facilities per 10,000 Residents

Source: Seoul Open Data Portal



The gap is driven by private facilities.

Private Facilities Vary More Across Districts
Public vs. private facilities per 10,000 residents, Seoul (2024)

Public Private

Seocho-gu @ ®
Gangnam-gu ® ®
Jung-gu o ®
Yeongdeungpo-gu ® ®
Songpa-gu @ ®
Gangseo-gu o ®
Geumcheon-gu o ®
Gangdong-gu o o
Dongdaemun-gu o o
Mapo-gu o o
Seongdong-gu o ®
Dobong-gu ® ®
Yongsan-gu o ®
Eunpyeong-gu o ®
Yangcheon-gu o o
Seongbuk-gu o ®
Gwangjin-gu o o
Gwanak-gu o o
Guro-gu ® o
Nowon-gu o o
Dongjak-gu ® ®
Jungnang-gu ® ®
Seodaemun-gu o o
Gangbuk-gu o o

5 10 15 20 25
Facilities per 10,000 residents

Source: Seoul Open Data Portal



Private access appears to reflect local wealth.

Property Tax Revenue Is Highly Concentrated in Gangnam 3
Comparison across 235 districts in Seoul (2024)

Gangnam-gu ® 457
Seocho-gu ® 283
Songpa-gu ® 224
Jung-gu ®
Yongsan-gu ®
Yeongdeungpo-gu ®
Mapo-gu ®
Gangseo-gu ®
Jongno-gu ®
Seongdong-gu ®
Gangdong-gu ®
Yangcheon-gu ®
Dongjak-gu ®
Gwangjin-gu ®
Guro-gu ®
Dongdaemun-gu ®
Seongbuk-gu ®
Gwanak-gu ®
o
®
®

Seodaemun-gu
Nowon-gu
Eunpyeong-gu
Geumcheon-gu o
Jungnang-gu ®
Gangbuk-gu ®
Dobong-gu ®

0 100 200 300 400
Property Tax Revenue (billion KRW)
Source: Seoul Open Data Portal




Private access is closely tied to local wealth.

Private Facilities Increase with Local Wealth

Comparison across 25 districts in Seoul (2024)
Property tax revenue is shown on a log scale
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Access depends on where you live.

* Not public provision, but private markets.

* Even with relatively equal public provision,
access remains unequal.

$

Public provision should play a stronger role
in offsetting private market disparities.
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